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The Power of Words s

// N Words are not simply sounds caused by our mouths shaping air
| o0 @ y passing through our larynx. Words have real power. God spoke
\ 4

the world into being by the power of His words (Hebrews 11:3).

L Humans are made in God’s image, and our words also have power.
To be clear, human words do not have the power to 1 T Proverbs 18:21
manifest reality. But our words do more than convey =" “The tongue has the power
information; they have an impact on people. The of life and death...”
power of our words can burden one’s spirit, even stir q
) Ephesians 4:29
) up hatred and violence. Words can exacerbate == )
Let no corrupting talk come

wounds and inflict them directly. Alternately, words out of your mouths...”

can build up and be life-giving (Proverbs 18:21;
Ephesians 4:29; Romans 10:14-15). Of all the (TJ Romans 10:14-15
I
creatures on this planet, only humans have the ability “How, then, can they call on
the one they have not believed

to communicate through the spoken word. The power
in? And how can they believe in

to use words is a unique and powerful gift from God. thaole S Shortithesfeve

not heard?”
Our words have the power to destroy and the power
to build up (Proverbs 12:6). The writer of Proverbs
tells us, “The tongue has the power of life and death, Q;ﬂ Proverbs 12:6
and those who love it will eat its fruit” (Proverbs I “The words of the wicked
18:21). Are we using words to build up people or are a deadly ambush, but the

destroy them? Are they being filled with hate or love, speech of the upright rescues.”

bitterness or blessing, complaining or compliments,
lust or love, victory or defeat? Words are tools that
can make life better, but any tool can be misused.

Words are so important that we are going to give an

account of what we say when we stand before the Matthew 12:36-37

Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “But | tell you that " “For by your words you will
men will have to give account on the day of judgment be acquitted, and by your

for every careless word they have spoken. For by words you will be condemned.”

your words you wil be acquitted, and by your words
you will be condemned” (Matthew 12:36-37).
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