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TOGETHER, WE CAN RESCUE CHILDREN,

—— RELEASINGIIN2027 —— RESTORE FAMILIES, AND RELEASE HOPE.

5 TRUTHS ABOUT HUMAN TRAFFICKING

EVERY PERSON HAS VALUE

MODERN SLAVERY IS MASSIVE

50 million people are trapped in modern slavery worldwide.

Truth: It's massive. When laws are ignored, human
lives become commodities. (Global Slavery Index)

Most people trapped in modern slavery are victims of human
trafficking, from forced labor to sexual exploitation. Slavery
is illegal everywhere, but exploitation grows when laws are
not enforced. When authorities investigate, prosecute, and
deter traffickers, exploitation declines and communities
become safer.

CHILDREN ARE ESPECIALLY VULNERABLE

Children make up a third of detected trafficked persons worldwide.
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Truth: Children are being sold because traffickers believe
no one will stop them. (ILO and UNICEF)

Children are often targeted because they are more vulnerable
and less protected. Strong child protection systems, coordinated
police action, and survivor-centered care can change that. When
governments enforce laws and communities stay vigilant,
traffickers lose their advantage.

TRAFFICKING IS HIGHLY PROFITABLE

Traffickers earn $236 billion annually.

Truth: Traffickers gamble on weak justice systems, and
too often they win. (International Labour Organization)

Trafficking is driven by profit and depends on impunity. Stronger
investigations, more prosecutions, and better survivor services
raise the cost of offending and deter crime. Measurable declines
in trafficking follow when laws are enforced consistently and
transparently.
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HEALING TAKES TIME

Trauma from trafficking can take years to heal.

Truth: Rescue is only the beginning. Survivor-centered
aftercare and systemic reform restore dignity and protect
communities long term. (Polaris Project)

Survivors need safety, legal protection, counseling, medical care,
and pathways to education and livelihoods. Effective aftercare
reduces re-trafficking risk and helps survivors build long-term
stability. Systemic reform helps prevent future harm.

CHANGE IS HAPPENING

Over 13,500 children, women and men found their freedom
over the past year.

Truth: Real change happens when rescue, justice, and
survivor care work together. (IJM FY25, 2024-2025)

1JM, the world’s largest international anti-slavery organization,
works with police, courts, survivors, community leaders, social
workers, and governments to build sustainable protection.
Independently evaluated across completed |JM projects have
found 50% to 85% reductions in trafficking and related violence
when laws are enforced and survivors are supported.
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REAL LIFE EXAMPLE:

Sisters Vijayalakshmi and Nandini escaped bonded
labor at an abusive duck farm in South Asia. Local
officials, recently trained to recognize bonded
labor, apprehended the suspected trafficker. The
sisters were reunited with their parents and
began to heal.

REAL LIFE EXAMPLE:

At just 2 years old, Aaron was rescued from online
sexual exploitation in the Philippines after |IJM
worked with law enforcement and global partners
to secure his freedom and arrest the perpetrator.
Today, Aaron is thriving in foster care and
rediscovering what it means to be a child.

REAL LIFE EXAMPLE:

When Godwin was 17, a woman pretending to be
his relative sold him to a man on a remote fishing
island. He worked brutal days for nearly three
years until IJM and local authorities enforced the
law, arrested the perpetrator, and ended the
exploitation.

REAL LIFE EXAMPLE:

After years of abuse across Romania and the UK,
Samara found freedom. |IJM connected her to
therapy, medical care, legal support, and training
courses. Today, she dreams of opening a flower
shop and becoming a pastry chef.

REAL LIFE EXAMPLE:

Training officials, equipping investigators,
improving prosecutions, and centering survivor
care are all part of the proven path to safety.
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