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MORE THAN KIDNAPPING

THIS IS MORE THAN A MOVIE.
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N TOGETHER, WE CAN RESCUE CHILDREN,

RESTORE FAMILIES, AND RELEASE HOPE.
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AWARENESS
GUIDE

The primary difference between kidnapping and human trafficking is that kidnapping is a crime of unlawful

abduction and confinement, whereas human trafficking is fundamentally a crime of exploitation for profit

or commercial gain.

According to the Human Trafficking Institute, violent physical kidnapping occurs in fewer than 1% of
trafficking cases in the United States. Instead, traffickers systematically weaponize psychological control,
emotional manipulation, fraudulent employment offers, and systemic vulnerabilities—rather than physical

locks or chains—to trap their victims.

01 | KIDNAPPING

A crime of unlawful

7 & abduction and confinement,
oy usually for ransom or

J A personal motive.

¥  CORE ELEMENT
=" Abduction and movement against
a person's will.

w MOVEMENT REQUIREMENT

Requires physical relocation
or confinement.

PERPETRATOR RELATIONSHIP
Often a stranger or an
estranged family member.

I FINANCIAL MOTIVATOR
L One-time ransom or
personal motive.

PRIMARY FORMS

Criminal detention.

Kidnapping is about control through
abduction. The goal is often a specific
demand or motive.
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02 | HUMAN TRAFFICKING
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A crime of exploitation for

v profit or commercial gain

- through force, fraud, or
coercion.

CORE ELEMENT
Exploitation via force, fraud,
or coercion.

MOVEMENT REQUIREMENT

Requires no movement; can
occur in one's own home.

PERPETRATOR RELATIONSHIP
Frequently a trusted peer, romantic
partner, or family member.

FINANCIAL MOTIVATOR
Ongoing, continuous
commercial profit.

PRIMARY FORMS
Sex trafficking and labor trafficking
(agriculture, factories, domestic work).

Human trafficking is about exploitation
for profit. The goal is control for
ongoing commercial gain.

LEARN MORE. TAKE ACTION.

» Polaris Project Training: polarisproject.org/training

3\ GET HELP OR REPORT

» Mational Human Trafficking Hotline: 1-888-373-7888
Text 233733 (BeFree) | humantraffickinghotline.org

» NCMEC CyberTipline: 1-800-843-5678 | cybertipline.org
+ Mational Runaway Safeline: 1-800-786-2929 | 1800runaway.org
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« DHS Blue Campaign: dhs.gov/blue-campaign
= A21 Prevention Resources: a21.org/education
« HEAL Trafficking Resource Center: healtrafficking.org

AWARENESS CAN OPEN THE DOOR TO RESCUE.

RESCUEDMOVIE.COM
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